
 
 

NOTES FROM FATHER MIKE 
August 16, 2020 

 

 “Lord, every nation on earth will adore you!”  These words, from Psalm 67, are found in 
the Responsorial Psalm for this weekend.  The words are brought to life by the pagan 
woman who cries out to Jesus for help in this Sunday’s Gospel.  Undistracted by the 
complaints of the disciples that the woman is “bothering” them, Jesus offers healing and 
salvation to a woman who, by Jesus; own statement is not one of “the sheep of the House 
of Israel.”  But she is a child of God and she is in need.  Those are the only requirements 
for getting help from the Lord!    An important message in this time when political, social, 
racial, and even religious difference drive us apart.  In God’s Kingdom, all are welcome!   

 

 KEEPING IT TOGETHER:   The effects of the corona virus epidemic have been hard on all 

of us.  The cancellation of so many events, the uncertainty about going back to school, 

insecurity in employment and the resultant financial instability have all contributed to  a 

feeling of loss and sadness.  (No football!?  How can that be?)  The effect on our parish has 

been dramatic, too.  The very thing that we do best as “church” - gather to pray, worship, 

learn, and grow as a community - is the very thing that we can’t and shouldn’t do.  “Stay 

home” and “keep your distance” are not words of welcome and invitation!  But instead of 

focusing on what we do not have, or what we cannot do, we need to find ways to make the 

best use of what we do have, and what we can do.  Some of those things we are already 

doing: trying to keep in touch, through phone calls and cards, with other members of the 

parish, especially those who are most isolated by the epidemic.  We've also tried to make 

better use of social media, livestreaming Masses and sending out “email blasts.”   As the 

situation drags on, with no real end in sight, both the parish Mission Council and the Parish 

Life Commission will be discussing ways that we can come together while keeping our 

distance, if that makes sense!  Let’s think of creative ways to strengthen our community 

during this challenging time.  “All we have are five loaves and a couple of fish!  What good is 

that for so many?”  Well, let’s see what the Lord can do!   

 TUITION ASSITANCE:   In one way or another, school will be starting again soon, although 

not at Saint Matthew.  The sad decision to close our school and the heart-breaking way that 

it ended up happening because of the epidemic has left a scar, for sure.  However, many of 

the students who were enrolled at Saint Matthew School will be attending other Catholic 

schools in the area.  Some of the families who will be sending their children to Catholic 

schools are active members of our parish and we want to continue to support them in the 

education of their children.  As part of our parish budget we will include a subsidy for the 

active parish families to assist them in paying their child’s tuition.  This is the same as the 

amount that we gave as a “discount” on tuition for our own school to families that are 

registered at the parish.  Please note that this subsidy is available only to the families who 

attend and participate in our parish, and not to every family that is  (or was) registered.  This 

is why we still have a “tuition assistance fund”, to help parish families who will continue to 

send their children to Catholic schools.  The monthly packet of envelopes includes one for 

donations to the Tuition Assistance Fund, and the fund appears as an option on the Faith 

Direct donation schedule as well.  Thank you to all those who support Catholic education in 

this way, and thank you to the parents who are committed to providing a Catholic education 

for their children!  We’re happy to help!   

  

Peace in Christ, Fr. Mike 


